
BILLY-LEE DIXON
The 2016 Disability Footballer of the Year talks about Cerebral Palsy 

football and reveals his route into the sport.

What is CP football?
CP Football is a form 
of football, founded in 
1978, played by people 
with Cerebral Palsy and 
it contains seven compe-
titions.
 
These competitions are: 
The National Cup for un-
der 17’s, World Cup and 
Euros for under 21’s, the 
Senior World Cup and 
Euros and International 
Friendlies. 

How do you get into 
playing CP football?
The talent pathway in-
volves 3 stages after you 
become a player in the 
Talent Hubs.

All 3 have the same 
process once in, and to 
qualify for all 3 you must 
have CP. 

These Talent Hubs are 
called: ‘The Emerging 
Talent Hub’ which is the 
first stage, ‘The CP Under 
21’s Talent Hub’ which is 
the middle stage and ‘The 
England Seniors’ which is 
the final stage.

What was your route 
into the sport?
I started out 3 years ago 
in the Chesterfield PAN 
disability talent hub then 
moved onto to the East 
Midlands regional talent 
hub.

What does billy hope 
to achieve in the fu-
ture?
Personally, I would like 
to go to the Paralympics 
with Team GB but that is 
looking quite narrow at 
the moment as it is not in 
tokyo 2020.

Is there a possibil-
ity it can become a 
paralympic sport?
Yes, there is but at the 
moment it is quite bleak 
as it will not feature in 
Tokyo 2020. 

However, 
if the sport 
continues to 
grow in pop-
ularity then 
the Paralympic 
federation may 
reinstate it as 
a Paralympic 
sport.

How many different 
classifications are 
there?
There are 4 classifications 
which are: 
FT 5: Legs affected only.
FT 6: All 4 limbs affected.
FT 7: One side affected 
only.
FT 8: Brain injury.

What classification 
does billy come 
under?
Billy used to be classified 
as 5 as it was his left leg 
that was affected, but 
they changed him to 7 as 
it was left hand side. He 
was then changed FT 8 as 
he has

had a brain injury since 
birth.
Billy has surgery on his 
brain every 3 or 4 years to 
ensure he does die from 
his injury. This surgery 

is very 
expensive 
but it is 
paid for by 
the NHS. 
Billy also 
has a strict 
Training 
routine set 
up by the 
FA due to 
his injury
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“For me, this is a 
second chance at 
becoming an elite 

footballer after 
my injury and 

condition stopped 
me before”


